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MENSAJE de los PRESIDEN

Message from President Peter Arnold

From the President's rolling office:

We hope that you came through the turbulent weather conditions of the last 6 months without
undue stress and difficulty. Our Girls in Connect
months later our friends had to deal with torrential rains in the mid -west.

We are currently inching our way up the East Coast after a very nice visit to Florida, where we
celebrated our 50 " wedding anniversary with a week's cruise in the Western Caribbean. We left
our coach in a Masonic campground in Wimauma, FL while we visited Anne -Marie's Brother and
took the cruise. It was sure good to get back to our house  -on-wheels!

We will visit Family in Connecticut and than return to New Mexico for Balloon Fiesta with the
Boomers.

In November, we will make a trip to Puerto Penasco after we check with our Wagonmaster 'sto
see if they have any issues which they may need help with. Our big agenda item is to get our
sorry looking Bounder painted.

We have several positions open for folks who want to be part of administration. There are all
types of tasks where can use You r life experiences.

Please consider donating something of real value, [your time].

Safe travels until we meet again.

BEFORE
YOu
COMPLAIN...

-.HAVE YOU
VOLUNTEERED
YET???

Peter Arnold, President of Chapter #8



Wagonmaster 2016 Rep

By: Larry and Orene Brown

SAVE THE DATES!

The Mexican Connection, Chapter 8

2016 Rally on the Beach in Puerto Penasco, Mexico

Pre Rally Feb. 3-6 at Organ Pipe Cactus National Monument in
Ajo, AZ

Feb 6-16 The Reef RV Park at Sandy Beach, Puerto Penasco
For more information email: 2016rallyonthebeach@gmail.com

Chapter web site: www.mexicanconnection08.com
Registration will begin in September 2015. Space is| imited!

Larry and Orene Brown
2016 Rally On The Beach Wagon Masters
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Charity Report & Sue Schaffer

| felt all of you should know what happened in Keno Bay with the money we left. It was great to

hear that the Feeding Center's  bus is going again. | will suggest to Brent that the man who keeps
needing new wheel chairs every 3 months, do some volunteer wo rk for the Club. He needs to learn
to support his needs or go easier on what he gets free.

Here is the letter from Brent that | received:

Good morning Sue, sorry | haven't gotten to you sooner. To update you on what is happening, the
breakfast club received the money you left through the grocery store and hardware store. They
were so excited as the money was well needed. A little less than a week after you left, another
individual contacted us to donate $5,000.00 UDS to this program. This was wonderf ul timing as
their septic system had just failed. $1000.00 was allocated to install new septic system. The

$4,000. balance has been allocated for the bus. For fuel, insurance and other miscellanies. This
should last them approximately 2 years. This has exp anded the breakfast club as they are able to
go throughout Kino and pick up children. Thanks to you and others more children are being feed
every day. As for the rehabilitation center, we had priced a physical therapy mirror and it was

over $600.00USD. So therefore | went to the States at Home Depot and for $100.00 each | was
able to purchase 2 large mirrors. We were ableto  mount one of them on a wall. The other one |
hired a local welder to build a frame with locking wheels and additional hooks for therap y
equipment. Which has left them a balance of $130.00, to buy additional supplies as needed.
Families Unidas was given $500.00. As for the AA center the AC was installed immediately and
they had a balance of 5,000 pesos. This was split between the hardware store and grocery store
for an account for supplies. Shauna was able to buy 4 wheel chairs at the location you suggested.
We have had to give one of them to the same man with no legs as the one that we had given him
while you were here was already wore ou t. We do have 3 on hand to distribute as needed. We have
not picked up the regulators at this time. | would like to thank you again as your organization has
helped this community immensely directly and indirectly. Your efforts have benefited many people
and will continue benefiting our community for several years. Thank you Brent Henderson

Also, email had information about the feeding center getting a $5,000 donation from a benefactor. That
donation allowed them to fix their septic and get the bus taxes, license, and insurance paid. They will use
the remainder of that donation to keep diesel fuel in the bus. This should enable the bus to pick up

children all over old Keno Bay for about 2 years. The feeding center had wanted us to license the bus, pay
the t axes, insurance, and purchase fuel. The charity committee decided that to get the bus going and keep

it going for awhile, would require most of our charity funds. so, we only bought them paint, and painting
supplies for their building.

Sue and Charlie Sc haffer



TheSerilndiansof the KinoBayArea
be Lin and Maryke Hines SKB910

Oneof the highlightsof the 2015Chapter8 KinoBayRallywasthe invitation for our groupto attend the SeriFiesta
held at the Seri Museum in New Kino on Sunday February 8, 2015. When the Seris find an ancient tréifiact of
culture in the desert, they hold a Fiesta with presentations, dancing, food and displays of their wonderfulltrafts.
Seris tradional homeland historically extended up and down the upper east side of the Sea of Cortez aitmlitela
(Shark Island), the largest island in Mexico. There are 2 Seri villag@sn2ites from Kino Bay, so for this Fiesta, Huei
people came to NewiKo, bringing food, costumes, face painting supplies and large amounts of handtragtests,
jewelry and ironwood carving that was for sale at moqe&tes.

The Seriare world famous for their beautiful ironwood carvings of birds and animals of all kinds. Behidgham,
many Seri women had set up their tables full of wares, and you could get your face painted in a typical SerM#shion.
were happy that the 2 lite girls above and their mothers allowed us to take photographs! Besidésotheood
carvingsthey makebeautiful baskets soapstonesculptures andfantasticjewelry mostlymadeof shellsand paintedfish
vertebrae.

Ourbasket




Of course we had to buy some baskets along with a sharlaegel

NI GGt Saylr1S ANRyYyg22R O Nignmewed ¢
brown, black and tan basket with a beautiful geometric designithat
absolutely perfect, made byraaster basketveaver!

You could haggle a little bit but except for the reallyrbigseumsize
baskets, things were not too expensive. We even learned Sgmie
words and got a lot of smiles when we said something was beaatitul
GOKFYyl @2dzZ Ay GKSANI I y3IdSpanBix |

¥ Some of the boys wore rattles (cocoons)

y their legs and danced, while a manvesman
M chanted. We had seen similar danceshef
Tarahumara Indians in the Copper Canyord
maybe the tribes are related or thaiustoms
are similar.

Lydia, the wife of the village headmamas
dressed in a beautiful red dress acttlnted

B for some of the dances. She spoke English
and also had made some very nice citfins.
Her facewith very deep wrinkles wasery
distinctive.

Wewere amazedaboutthe handicraftsandO 2 dzf résigtRuiiingseverainecklacesbraceletsandthe piécede
resistance was small basket earrings for Maryke. They are beautiful anidgisal!

Chapter8 membersof coursejoinedthe fun. Mary Chrisenbenhadher facepaintedandsodid RandyDolan!



Afew dayslater, we droveout to PuntaChuecathe closestSerivillageright on the water with their fishinganddiving boats
pulled up on shore. We walked along the beach looking at the pelicans and other birds, and several witraesillage
came out to show us their craft items and we found a few more inexpensive jewelry items. Then Lyd@utame we
immediately recognizd her and after mentioning the Fiesta, she also remembered us. Stsewedl necklace® showus
andwe boughtonewith ascallopshellencrustedwith manytiny marinesnailshellswhichis very beautiful.

The village has electricignd several new dwelling are being built. There is a school, basketball court oarttral plaza,
fish facilities and many homes. Everyone was curious about our small Stwésed RV and veffyiendly!

—~—

g

2§ QI&ght Seriironwood carvingdn severainearbytownsin Mexicobut the Fiestaandour visitto the Serivillage gave us
personal contact with the warm and friendly people and was a great experience. And now we havemaré&e®eri
handmade goods to remind us of this very pleasaxgerience!



ALAMOS, SONORA, MEXIGPUEBLMAGICO!

by Lin and Maryke Hines SKB910
Inlate Februan2015,atthe endof our 2015Escapee€hapteB MexicanConnectiorRallyin BahiadeKino,
we andtwo other Rallycouplesdroveabout275milessoutheasto the northernmostSpanistColoniakity
of Mexicar AlamosSonora.Linfirstcameherein the 1960s~vhenhisparentsusedto visitfor aweekor two
inwinter andhehasreturnednumerougimessince.

Theattractionof Alamodgseasyto understand the town isfull of historyandexceedinglypeautiful!! Then
there arethe friendly easygoingpeopleof Alamosandtheir pridein their town, the incrediblehistoryback
to the 16" Centurywhenthe first Spanistexpeditionsof discoverypassedhroughandeventuallydiscovered
the vastrichnesof silverin the hills,the wonderfularchitectureof the old mansionsthe expatswho have
lovinglyrestoredthesebeautifulold ruins,the beautyof the surroundingmountains the gloriouspink
flowersofthe amapatree, allthe colorsof the rainbowin bougainvilleaseeneverywherean town, the classic
Plazade Armasandits beautifulchurch. Andif that's not enough,considetthe highstatusof Alamosasa
SonoraColoniaMonument,a MexicanNationalMonumentandits prestigiousdesignatiorin 2005asa
Puebloviagico(MagicallTown)joining35other historicor architecturallysignificantownsin Mexicolike San
Miguel,GuanajuatoTodosSantosandmanyother famoustowns! 185buildingsin Alamosare historic
monuments!

Alamosisatown of about 13,000inhabitantswith about30,000peoplein the municipality. It isthe
northernmostfederallydeclaredcolonialcityin northernMexico. About350AmericansandCanadianive
in Alamodgn winter with about100remainingduringsummeror yearround. Alamoswvasfoundedin 1684.
Itseconomyisbasedon mining,cattleranching agriculture constructionandtourism. It isthe ecological
meetingplacefor desert,Sinaloarthorn forestandtropicaldeciduoudorest,leadingto anannualcountof
over400bird species Alamossat 1460feet elevationandits namesakenountain,Mount Alamoss5700
feethigh. ThenameAlamoscomesfrom the cottonwoodtree nativeto thisarea. Therainyseasorhereis
July September.Alamosisknownasé [ Qiudaddelost 2 NJi br thé&Gityof Portalsor archedbuilding
entry structures. Therearemany,manyarchesn the historiccenterof Alamos.Alamossalsoknownasthe
& WdzY B#anCabitabfthe2 2 NXEiéthe brincadoraseedfoundinthe hillscontainsamoth larvaethat
jumpwhenwarmedbythe sunorinyourhand! Theyareharvestedandshippedworldwide! Youcanbuy
themonthe plazafor 1 pesoperbean!



Yourfirst visionof the colonialcity to comearethe hugecoloniatstyleentry archesseveramilesfrom town.
Drivingon,youpasghroughanareaof hotels,smallshopsandlargerbusinessethe Mercadode Artesanias
sellingcraftsfrom all of Mexico,the Hospitalandsportsfacilities. DolisaRVParkison the left andwasour
Alamosheadquarters.lnaboutanother¥zkilometerof homesandsmallshopsyou'llseethe Banortebank
andthe Casale Cambidor moneyexchangeAcrosghe streetisourfavoriterestaurant,LasPalmeraswith
excellenfood,atmospherendreasonablgrices.

Youthenreachaforkinthe road.Tothe left isthe Alamedathe
maincommercialpart of town, containingthe Mercado
Municipalthe 1892publicmarket,atortilla factory,manysmall
taqueriasandseverabmallsupermercadossmallrefreshment
standsalargeplazathe busterminalandmuchmore. Theright
forkleadsdownanarrowold onewaystreet, Franciscdadero,
that leadsto the Plazade Armas the old Spanishmilitary plaza,
with the impressiveehurchon oneside,formerlygrandhomes
onthe other 3 sideshow hotelsor shopsandthe parkin the
centerwith itstall palmsandthe beautifulkioskor bandstand.
Comeat nightto seeawarm, colorfulview of the kioskaswell
asthe wholePlaza!MostPlazabuildingswere constructed
duringthelate1700searly1800s.

TheMuseode Costumbristdeaturingthe history,peopleand
customsof AlamosandSonorajncludingmining,isonthe far
sideasyouenterwith the TouristOfficeto its right. TheTourist
Office,beyondamapandbrochuresjsthe placeto find a
licensedguide . WechoseEmilianoGrajedaor both aCity
WalkingTourwith lots of historyandlater,aMayolndianVillage
Tourthat wasagreatdayout in the countryseeingmanyinterestingpeopleandplacesat reasonablecost.
TheAmigosde Educacionle AlamosrunsaHomeandGardenwWalkingTourgoingto 3 restoredAlamos
homeson Saturdaymorning9:30AMatthe Museumonthe Plazgor $10US Proceedgoto scholarship$or
needyAlamoshighschoolstudents.Manycurioshopsareto the left andafewrefreshmentstandsoperate
aroundthe plaza.




Severaguidedtour vehicleoperatefrom the PlazaTheRedTrain,amotorized(fake)horsecarriageanda
large1920sstylecar. Most hotelsarewithin ablockor two of the Plazade Armas. ThePalaciaVunicipalis
to the right of the churchjust off the plazaandcontainsthe city offices,the municipalofficesandthe post
office. Alargestagein the Palacidsusedfor manypublicperformancesncludingthe annualTiradoMusic
Festivaln January.ThePalacidviunicipalisimpressivelyit at nightwith LEDightsin the front sidewalkin
the Mexicanflagcolorsofred,white andgreen!

<

Thechurchonthe Plazale Armas officiallylglesiaParroquiade NuestraSenoradelaConcepciorthe parish
churchof OurLadyof the ImmaculateConceptionreplacedan old adobechurchonthe site,when
constructionbeganin 1786. Asthe churchisstillin dailyuse,the churchbellsringfor massdeaths funerals
or extraordinaryhappeningsn town. Beforethe MexicanRevolucionthe churchwasmoreornateinside
andoutsidewith goldplatedstatuesin the facadenichesandsealsof the SpanistKingwhichwere later
obliterated. Manychurchesverelootedduringthoseyears but Alamoswvasfortunate in sufferingminimal
damage.Besureto walkcompletelyaroundthe churchseeinghe dome,the largetower with the bells,the
crossandweathervaneontop andthe flyingbuttresses.Theinsideis veryimpressivealso. Thechurch
wouldhavebecomeacathedralbut BishopReyesliedbeforethe churchwascompletedandanewbishop
wasneverappointed! Comebackat nightto seethe lightedchurch the lightedgazebandmostofthe Plaza
deArmadighted.




