
Bienvenidos aventureros a Baja con grandes corazones…  

   y feliz día de acción de gracias! 

Welcome Baja Adventurers with Big Hearts…  
and Happy Thanksgiving Day!  

 

Thanksgiving is a time to reflect upon to the bounty 
that we enjoy North of the Border and to be thank-
ful as we enter the Holiday Season of Giving. As a 
Chapter 8 Baja Adventurer, you have the opportunity 
to share your bounty with some worthy folks you will 
enjoy meeting South of the Border.    

Chapter 8, the non-profit “Mexican Connection” of 
the Escapees RV Club provides annual trips to Mexico that reflect the warmth, culture, security 
and hospitality of the vast majority of Mexican people. Years ago, the outstanding value re-
ceived by our members on these trips sparked a desire to return Mexican Hospitality with some 

unique Chapter 8 Charity. As a non-profit Chapter led by non-
paid volunteers, our rallies are always outstanding travel val-
ues.  

Consequently, there should be room in our hearts and pocket-
books to lend a hand on a group project, provide usable items 
to those in need, and join in funding worthwhile charities along 
our travel route. Our reputation for good times, cultural appre-
ciation, and charitable participation has set us apart in the re-
spect we earn from community leaders, local authorities, and 
everyday Mexicans whose lives we touch.  

This year, the basic suggested charity donation was used to fund 
items that needed to be acquired before the Baja Adventure begins. 
While the Charity Committee recommends the kind and amount of 
donations according to our bylaws and guidelines, the Chapter 8 
Members on the Baja Adventure actually vote on “who gets what.” To 
those who believe “Charity Begins at Home,” please note that Chap-
ter 8 Members have voted substantial cash donations to the Escap-
ees CARE Project each year since its inception.  

In February of 2019, Chapter 8 focused on a “Hands-On” project to 
refurbish the Punta Banda Elementary schoolyard by welding broken 
playground equipment, painting tables and bleachers, giving school 
supplies to each student, and providing teaching aids in Spanish to the school. With the strate-
gic support of the Pabloff Family Charities, our Ensenada/Punta Banda area charity efforts are 
widely regarded as a heartfelt success.  
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For 2020, Chapter 8’s Hands-On Charity Project focus is on 
the Casa del Abuelo (House of Grandparents) which is under 

continuing construction. As with the school project of 2019, 
what we can do for the Casa del Abuelos will be determined by 

how many join the 2020 Baja Adventure Rally and what skills 
and donations they bring. The joy of working together to help 
the forgotten grandparents of Punta Banda survive and enjoy 

their golden years will long be remembered. 

Our continuing support of Zoologico Parque del Niño Jersey 

has evolved into a “Learning by Sharing” program  where we 
get behind the scenes and help staff with fascinating “animal 
enrichment” techniques. Rally volunteers also contribute items 

needed by the non-profit zoo. Typically, our charitable efforts 
will be distributed to several different entities depending upon 

how many join in the Baja Adventure and how they would like 
the proceeds distributed. Charities include Pabloff Family Food 
Bank & Christmas Baskets, Folklorico del Niño cultural dance 

team, and local Public Schools with study aids and sports equip-
ment.   

As in past years, 
our primary fund raiser will be the always spirited 
and fun Charity Auction featuring items donated 

by rally attendees or by people from the local com-
munity. Having listened to comments made about 

last year’s auction, the Charity Committee suggests 
that items donated have a minimum value of $25 
USD and be something that other attendees would 

likely bid up and buy. Of course, a few outrageously 
fun items are always a bidding highlight! As usual, 

100% of proceeds of the Auction go directly to Charity.  

The Mexican Connection Giving Guide is attached to 
this Bulletin and may be printed for your conven-

ience. Anyone may donate to our charity efforts 
whether or not they are able to attend the 2020 

Baja Adventure.  

 Escapees RV Club Chapter 8 Charity Committee 
Nancy Hoult, Chairperson,  

Kassandra Dennis, Steve Bufty, Dory Johnson 
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Look for Bulletin #3 in your email inbox about December 15th. It will cover the latest info on: 

Rig Checklist, CB Radio, Mexico Pet Policy, Insurance Tips, U.S. & Mexican Border Paperwork. 

Zoo “Learning by Sharing” 


