
      
 
 

La Conexión Mexicana 
Escapees RV Club - Chapter 8 

OCTOBER 2022 #3 

Escapees experiencing Mexico, its scenery, 
traditions, food, culture and folklore via RV travel 
while giving back through hands-on charity work and 

donations. 

Message from 2023 Wagonmaster, Gary Hatt 

 
On September 1, 2022, history was made. Our 

2023 Puerto 
Peñasco – San 
Felipe Rally sold 
out in 1 hour and 18 
minutes. This just 
indicates the level 
of interest people 
have for traveling in 
their RVs and the 

desire to try something different after being 
cooped up for the past two years due to COVID. A 
lot also has to do with our Mission Statement in 
that we give back to the communities which we 
visit in Mexico. Most people that travel with our 
group, are very kind and caring people and want to 
help out others in need. 

Traveling and camping on the beaches in 
Mexico is an exciting adventure. The cost for 
camping on the beaches south of the border is 
generally significantly less than in the U.S.; the 
food is a bargain; the seafood is delicious; and the 
sunrises and sunsets are just beautiful. For the 
most part, you can travel to Mexico and live much 
less expensively than staying in the U.S. Once you 
travel with us, you will discover why so many 
Americans have decided to spend their winters in 
Mexico.  

What about Kay? Last month, Hurricane Kay, 
the post-tropical cyclone, raised Cain with the 
beaches where we will be staying in both Puerto 

Peñasco and San Felipe. Playa de Oro RV Park in 
Puerto Peñasco flooded, and several spaces had 
RVs with water up to the tires. Restaurants at the 
Malecon saw waves crashing into the dining area. 
At Victors RV Park in San Felipe, the waves 
crashed into the sea wall and caused a lot of 
damage to the palapa, the sea wall, and a couple of 
buildings. The Malecon downtown was also 
damaged by high destructive waves.  

Both places are now cleaning up the mess that 
resulted from the storm, and I am very confident 
that everything will be back to normal by the time 
we go down to visit in February. Many videos of 
the storm and the damage were posted on our 
Escapees Mexican Connection Facebook page. If 
you are not following that page, then you are 
missing out on a LOT of fun and also valuable 
information. For information on joining our 
Facebook page, send an email to me at: 
ch8wagonmaster@gmail.com. 

One of the requirements for registering for 
our trips, is that everyone must join us on 
February 14th at Hickiwan RV Park in Ajo, 
Arizona for orientation and announcements. We 
will have a Meet-and-Greet to get to know each 
other. Please plan to arrive before noon, but 
remember, everyone must be parked in their space 
no later than 2:30 PM, because we will be closing 
the Registration tables at 3:00. At Registration, we 
will get to meet all of our new travelers, and they 
will get to know us.  

Everyone will go through a series of tables, 
affectionately called “The Gauntlet,” where you 
will get to know the Board Members and leaders 
of the group. Everyone will be provided maps, a 
Mexico tour book, and other handouts, and you 
will be given a copy of the Roster with everyone’s 
contact information on it. We will ensure that 
everyone has a Passport, Mexican Insurance, and 
registrations for all vehicles they will be taking 
across the border as well as any other necessary 

mailto:ch8wagonmaster@gmail.com


                                  La Conexión Mexicana             OCTOBER 2022    2 

 
paperwork to be announced at a later time.   

After that, you will be encouraged to find a 
friend and test your CBs to be sure they are 
working correctly. If you have not yet purchased a 
CB, remember a CB is required to go on our trips 
as that is how we communicate with each other 
while traveling. “Previously Loved” CBs can be 
found at swap meets and yard sales for $20 and 
up, and generally are still in good working 
condition. You must also have an external CB 
antenna so you will be able to communicate with 
all RVs ahead and behind you. They can be 
purchased at most electronic stores.  

At the end of the first day, we will have a 
Happy Hour where everyone will get to know 
each other a bit more. Who am I fooling? At the 
end of every day, we will have a Happy Hour to 
discuss what everyone did that day and to provide 
more details on the next day’s activities. Happy 
Hours are not mandatory, but we have a lot of fun 
and this is where we update everyone on what is 
going on.  

By now, hopefully everyone has sent in their 
Mug Shot for the Roster and I have sent a link to 
join our private, Members Only 2023 Puerto 
Peñasco – San Felipe Facebook page. Most have 
added their Mug Shots, a photo of the RV they 
will be bringing to Mexico, and a photo of their 
pet or pets. They also told us something about 
themselves and their travels. This will help us all 
to get to know something about each other before 
we meet up at Hickiwan. Thus, we will have 
something to talk about when we first meet.  

The Members Only page will be used to share 
inside information about our trip once we start on 
our adventure and will be where we post our daily 
activities and any changes to our schedule. We 
will use it for other things which will be discussed 
in the next newsletter.  

Once again, I need to stress that everyone 
who registered for this year’s rally must be parked 
at Hickiwan no later than 2:30 PM on February 
14th and check in with us to complete the 
registration process no later than 3:00 PM. The 
following day we will have a three-hour 
Orientation session on traveling in Mexico, as well 
as learning about donations, our Auction, and our 
Charity work. We will also discuss how to get 

specific items across the border, and what you can 
bring back to the states when you return. There 
will also be a Q&A session, where all of your 
questions will be answered.  

It should be mentioned that you may arrive at 
the Hickiwan RV Park a day or two earlier. This 
could be helpful if you have a long drive to get 
there. The board members and parking team will 
be arriving a few days earlier, so we will be there 
to park you in the correct location. I always say it 
never hurts to show up to an event a day or two 
earlier to get settled in and check everything out 
and get ready for the trip rather than being rushed 
where you may forget something. Just be warned, 
if you show up a day or two early, we may put you 
to work helping decorate the welcome building. 
     

Another option is to arrive early and stay in 
Organ Pipe Cactus National Park a few days, then 
move over to Hickiwan on the 14th. Organ Pipe is 
a great park with several hiking trails and in 
general is enjoyed by many, including myself, and 
it is only seven miles from Hickiwan. If you have 
never been there, it is worth the visit.  

Anyone who chooses to arrive early, must 
make reservations directly with either park, and 
pay for all days leading up to the 14th. For those of 
you who will be arriving at Hickiwan on the 14th, 
there is nothing you have to do but show up. Your 
reservations have already been paid. Just enter the 
RV park and watch for our parking crew, and 
follow their instructions on where to park.  

To make early arrival reservations for 
Hickiwan RV Park, click on this link for their 
contact information. 
https://hickiwantrails.wordpress.com/ 

To make early arrival reservations for Organ 
Pipe National Monument, click on this link for 
their contact information. 
https://www.nps.gov/orpi/index.htm 

We are looking forward to meeting everyone 
at Hickiwan in February. 
 

 
KEEP READING – THERE’S MORE…. 
 
 
 

https://hickiwantrails.wordpress.com/
https://www.nps.gov/orpi/index.htm
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One of the tables at “The Gauntlet.” Last 

year’s treasurer, Steave Bufty, is working with his 
spreadsheet with our current president, Jay Hoult, 
looking on. 

 
For the Orientation Meeting, bring your 

comfortable lawn chair and your notepad and pen. 
We will cover a TON of information about our 
group and traveling in an RV in Mexico.  

 
Meet-and-greet after we break into smaller 

travel groups.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Message from Charity Chair, Nancy Hoult 
Welcome, my name is Nancy Hoult, head of 

Charity for our Mexican 
Connection club. This will 
be the first article about 
the club’s planned 
activities during our rally 
in 2023. 

We will be working 
with local charitable 
groups to assist in various 
projects. Some will be 

“hands on” single day work projects. In the past 
we have worked on school playground repairs, 
senior citizen housing, rehab centers and 
orphanages, to name a few. We have painted, 
installed insulation, entertained, cleaned, welded, 
raked, removed trash and more. When we bring 50 
pairs of willing hands, much can be accomplished 
in short time!   

Another part of our charity work is financial 
and “in kind.” The “in kind” is donated used and 
new items like food, tools, craft supplies, blankets, 
computers, baby needs, diapers (adult and baby), 
health equipment like walkers, canes, wheelchairs, 
etc. Clothing is always good, adult and children’s 
sizes, shoes, jackets with hoods, sweat shirts, etc. 
All should be clean and in good condition. Toys 
and games including soccer and basketballs are 
very popular. AA and AAA batteries are always 
needed.  

Hygiene products are in demand such as 
sanitary wipes, shampoo, hand lotion, toothbrush 
and tooth paste. When you visit your dentist, ask 
for a donation of dental supplies. Last year when I 
told the dentist where they would be used, I got 40 
sets of toothbrushes, paste and dental floss  

School supplies, pencils, pens, paper, 
notepads, wire bound composition booklets (older 
kids need one for each subject) are always 
welcome.  

Items like non-perishable food such as canned 
goods, small bags of flour, rice, beans etc. can be 
purchased in Mexico. This will help their local 
economy and the items will be labeled in Spanish.  

The financial part of our charity is supporting 
local educational and needy groups with financial 
donations. There will be more on the specifics of 
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this area later. 

How do we fund all of the charity work? 
Several sources are used. When you registered for 
the rally, you had the opportunity to add a dollar 
amount to your payment. The next way we fund 
this project is our annual AUCTION which will be 
held just a few days after we arrive in Mexico. We 
ask each of you to contribute at least one item 
worth at least $ 25.00 USD to the auction. It may 
be something used or new but must be in good 
working order. Some ideas are: RV or automotive 
equipment, camping chairs, grills, folding tables, 
tools, etc. Other ideas are bottle of liquor or wine 
(at least $25), local handmade Mexican baskets 
filled with wine and cheeses, local quilts, etc. 

Early in the rally we also will have everyone 
bring their “in kind” items to be sorted so our 
committee can determine where the “in kind” 
should be distributed.  

This is just a little of what we do. We wanted 
you to be thinking ahead so you will be ready 
when February 2023 comes. There will be more 
details in the January 2023 newsletter. 
 
Reflections on our Mexican Connection 2022                     
Trip by Ed Valentin 

My wife and I enjoy living in the Northeast, 
but the winters can be 
challenging. Baja 
Mexico was on our radar 
for several years. We 
were looking for a 
caravan that would 
allow us to experience 
the Mexican culture. 
Friends suggested we 
explore Baja with the 

Mexican Connection. After some research, the 
Mexican Connection group met our requirements.  

My wife, the dog, and I loaded up our 
Airstream – destination - Baja. Mexico. Thirty-
two rigs met up in Potrero, California, where we 
participated in a couple of days of orientation with 
the wagonmasters and socialized with other 
attendees. The club encourages volunteering in 
Mexico. Winter 2021/2022, the focus was at 
Zoologico Parque del Nino, Jersey in Valle de 
Guadalupe, Baja California, Mexico, and at a 

women's shelter in Punta Banda, Baja California, 
Mexico. 

The stay at the Zoo was for several days. We 
helped around the grounds, attended seminars, and 
interacted with the animals under the supervision 
of the zookeepers. We arrived with our freshwater 
tanks full and black water tanks empty, ready to 
dry camp. Solar/generators addressed our 
electrical needs. There was ample time to relax, 
explore the local town, shop, interact with the 
animals, enjoy the local food, and get to know 
many of the local folks. It was our first exposure 
boondocking, certainly a learning experience for 
the three of us. Our Airstream did well - the 
freshwater, gray and black water tanks got us 
through. Bathrooms were available near-by, but 
showers were at the swimming pool which wasn’t 
always open.  

Our next stop was a women's shelter in Punta 
Banda, Baja, California, Mexico where we again 
dry camped at La Jolla Beach Camp. The facilities 
were more convenient than the Zoo (bathrooms 
and showers were available).  

Our volunteer tasks included painting and 
fixing some of the buildings at the women’s 
shelter and helping with the local food bank. 
Mexican Connection sponsored an auction to raise 
money for the shelter and zoo. Ex-pats (people 
from other countries who reside in Mexico) and 
locals were invited to partake. The caravan 
participants raised several hundred dollars 
allocated between the zoo and the shelter.  

After three weeks, the official caravan was 
over. The Mexican Connection provides options - 
you can head back to the states or join one of the 
"add-on trips." 

We did not drive all the way to Baja to stay 
for only three weeks, so we decided to join seven 
other rigs heading to Southern Baja. Stops 
included San Quintin, El Rosario, Cataviña, 
Guerrero Negro, San Ignacio, and Playa Santispac 
where all but two rigs headed back north. We 
traveled many miles, stayed at beautiful beaches 
and campgrounds, dined in local restaurants - food 
was delicious (I'm a vegetarian and did not have 
any issues), and interacted with locals that were 
very warm, friendly, and helpful. There were 
many potlucks, happy hours, hiking, campfires, 
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Tequilas, tacos, local events, and exploring small 
towns. One of the weekends, we were camping at 
a beach, and a local family approached us, inviting 
us to a birthday bash on the beach. All I can say - 
Mexicans know how to celebrate, cook, and 
dance! 

     Camping in San Quintin    

Huckleberry walking on the beach at San Quintin 

                Sunrise San Quintin                     

              Sailboats at Playa Santispac  

                 Camping in Playa Santispac  

                   Town of San Ignacio           

Our time in Baja was a life and learning 
experience. We enjoyed the fellowship, Mexican      
culture, food, and people. Mexican Connection 
orchestrated a well-organized caravan. It became 
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apparent that significant time and effort were 
allocated to the readiness and execution of the trip. 
We plan to join the Mexican Connection in future 
caravans to Mexico.   
Note from Editor: Ed mentions one of the add-on 
trips from 2022. Add-on trips are organized during 
the rally, depending who is available to lead one 
and where members want to go. They may be 
different from one year to the next. To read a 
comprehensive description of the add-on trip Ed 
was on, go to page 4 of the July 2022 newsletter 
which can be found at the website.    
 
Introducing Another Board Member,  
Connie Farley, Historian, and her husband, 
Jim McEver, past Parking Chair 
Comments from Connie Farley:  

 I have fallen in love with traveling and in 
love with my 
adventuresome 
Jim; what could 
possibly be 
better! 

I lived on 
the East Coast 
for years, 
exploring New 
England and the 

rural New York/New Jersey habitat - lots to see 
and do, but quite crowded, so traveling the quiet 
backroads of America suits me. 

Through Escapees I’ve met many caring 
friends, most notably on the Mexican Connection 
Chapter 8 (MC CH8) trips. The chapter does 
wonders during their charitable works; 
volunteering is so important. I wanted to help, so I 
volunteered (with membership approval) to be the 
2022-23 Chapter Historian. 

Did you know…MC CH8 was established in 
1985 in San Carlos, Sonora, Mexico, by a group of 
Escapees members who loved to winter in 
Mexico. They believed that other Escapees would 
enjoy visiting that country, so 37 years later CH8 
is still going strong! If you enjoy history and 
would like to learn more about CH8, please view 
our informative collection of newsletters and trip 
reviews on the website, mexicanconnection08.com 

Volunteering to be CH8 Historian has been a 

great experience, plus lots of fun! If you are a 
history enthusiast, you know how much we can 
learn from the past. In the future, I know the 
chapter will continue successfully introducing 
RVers to travel south of the border. 

Now meet Jim:  
Connie: Sooo Jim, who are you? 
Jim: Thanks Connie, I’ve had many years 

researching that question myself. Born and raised 
in a progressive Carolina college town, I focused 
my life on the outdoors and continuing education. 
My years working as a chief instructor at NC’s 
Outward Bound instilled the “leave no trace” 
principle and an intense desire to travel; also, I 
wished to meet new adventurous folks. 

Connie: Jim, this upbringing and future life 
goals seems tailored made to the mission of the 
Escapees Chapter 8 Mexican Connection. How 
did you first encounter MC CH8? 

Jim: I have to say, you made me do it! You 
are a sweetheart and I’m glad we’ve had these last 
seven years of marriage. Well, we wintered in 
Quartzsite, AZ, where we heard Kassandra & Ed 
Dennis’s informal conversation about the 
upcoming 2018 Wine to Whales Baja California 
trip. Their enthusiasm is legendary and was the 
hook. Our first foreign RV adventure was set and 
we don’t regret it a bit! What an amazing multi-
venue experience! The locals, the history, the 
people! We remain friends with many of our travel 
grupo seis (group six). 

Connie: So, Jim, was that your only MC CH8 
rally? 

Jim: Heck no! Besides from going in 2018, 
we went to the 2019 Rolling Rally; the 2020 Baja 
Adventure Rally; and the 2022 Vamos a Baja 
Rally. 

Connie: Please briefly describe your favorite 
rally experiences. 

Jim: First was the organization of the early 
risers on the 2018 Wine to Whales Parking 
Committee. Their job looked easy - orange flags 
and smiles guiding us along - but Cynthia & Jim 
Ponder and team really had mucho trabaja (much 
work) getting everyone parked. They did a super 
job! 

Connie: Jim, what kind of rig do you have 
and is it easy to park? 
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Jim: Easy as cramming 20 clowns into a VW 

bug. We have a 2018 MB Sprinter, 25 feet and 4 x 
4 lifted. Drives like a car and is terrific off-road! 

Connie: So, Jim, each MC CH8 rally depends 
on volunteers. How do you help? 

Jim: When asked, I answered. Kassandra 
asked if I would be Parking Chair in 2018 and 
then in 2019. In 2021, and 2022 Wagonmasters 
Phylana Ladd, Shari Nova and Gary Hatt asked, 
and I couldn’t say no. Unfortunately, for the 2023 
rally I will not be Parking Chair. I know 
Wagonmaster Gary Hatt will enlist a very suitable 
volunteer. I am very grateful to all our parking 
team members who have helped the rallies over 
the years. 

Happy travels and parking! 
 

Foods in Mexico 
A popular quick and tasty food to serve at 

happy hour or as a snack is jicama, a starchy 

crunchy root vegetable that looks like a turnip. 
Peel off the thick brown skin and then cut it into 
strips kind of like French Fries. Sprinkle some 
tajin on the strips and you are set to go. Both 
jicama and tajin are easy to find in almost any 
grocery store in Mexico and many in the U.S.  
  

 
Off the beaten path in Baja California  
by Joyce Space, Editor 

Two years ago, we enjoyed the sleepy town of 
El Triunfo but, because of Covid, the well-done 
museum was closed. After the 2022 add-on trip, 
we went back again to see the museum. The 
Museo Ruta de Plata (Museum of the Silver Road) 

 
covers the history of Baja from the early 1500’s 
and the mining history of the area. They do not 
allow photos inside the museum which is always 
disappointing 

The gorgeous courtyard had a number of 

 
interesting artifacts. Also, there was a tea room on 
the second floor which was inviting, but we didn’t 
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partake.  
The name “California” following “Baja” 

came from a 16th century romantic novel featuring 
a legend on the mythical island of California. The 
novel inspired Herman Cortez to search for this 
island. In 1535 he arrived at what today is La Paz 
and named it “California,” thinking it was an 
island. The museum traces the boundaries which 
have shifted over the years starting with Cortez to 
the boundaries with the U.S. today. 

Silver and gold mining grew as U.S. 
companies invested in Mexico mining and were 
selling silver and gold to the U.S. At one time La 
Triunfo was the largest town in Baja. Workers 
came from all over the world so it had a very 
diverse population. From 1862 to 1926 the towns 
thrived with mining. When the U.S. devalued the 
price of silver, the boom quickly faded. With other 
setbacks such as a series of hurricanes, a 
revolution, and isolation from the rest of Mexico, 
nearly every mine in the region had closed by the 
end of the 1920’s. 

This area of the Baja peninsula has such 
diverse flora and fauna, it falls into the same 
category as the Galapagos Islands for being a 
natural laboratory for studying evolution.  

In 1930 Mexico divided Baja into northern 
and southern territories. In 1952 the north became 
Mexico’s 29th state and in 1974, the south became 
Mexico’s 31st state. 

Even when the museum was closed, we 
enjoyed visiting this small town in the mountains. 
There is an interesting walking trail with 
information boards about the area surrounding the 
town and the old mining equipment on the trail. If 
you walk far enough, you’ll get a nice view of the 
town. We also found an old cemetery.   
 

Fun Facts 
Do you know how “taco” got its name? From 

the web and the museum in El Triunfo, I found 
that the first true type of taco was the “taco de 
minero,” or “miner's taco.” And though we can't 
say for sure, experts believe that “taco” referred 
initially to gunpowder wrapped in a thin piece of 
paper, used to blow up holes in the rock face to 
excavate the ore. 

 
Joyce Space, Editor 

joycespace2@gmail.com 
For more information visit 

www.mexicanconnection08.com 
www.facebook.com/groups/EscapeesMexicanCon

nection 
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